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A T half paſt eleven o'clock, Sigiſmund Traf- 
' ford, Efq. being unanimouſly called to the 
3 opened the buſineſs of the meeting, by 
the e nee N Mr mich 


E ; PREM #8 * 
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Iam e convinced there are many per- 
ſons in this aſſembly more 'capable than myſelf of 
filling this chair; yet, as it is your pleaſure $ call 

me to it, I will cheerfully endeavour to fulfil the 
- incumbent duties, according to The beſt of any 
— 


. 


9 5 Gentlemen, 


2 
Gentlemen, the buſineſs under conſideration ĩ is, 
two bills now depending i in parliament, whoſe pro- 
ſeſſed deſign i is to extend the laws of treaſon, and 
to abridge thoſe liberties we have now enjoye ed for 
four bundred, years, very much to our Jun ſatis- 
faction and happineſs,.and greatly to to the honour 
and perſonal ſecurity, of out lovereigns. The ex- 
iſting laws were enabled in the 25th year of that 
moſt powerful, moſt enlightened, and moſt popular 
king, Edward III. and have ever fince been 
conſidered as the greateſt bleſſing, and moſt per- 
manent ſafeguard of the ſubjedt. How far che 
preſent bills are conſiſtent with this, or indeed any 
other free conlicution, ſituated as you have placed 
me, 1 muſt leave you to. determine; but if you 
think (as from my foul I do) chat ĩt is a flagitious 
attempt upon our liberties, you have not only the 
right, but i it is your ſacred duty, to inform your 
, repreſentatives of, your opinion, which, I hope, 
gentlemen, you vill do, in that moderate, 1 ſay. 
that moderate, but firm and deciſive tone, which 
it beboves men to maintain, .who are contending 
for, and defending, intereſts, the neareſt and dear: 
eſt to themſelves and their poſterity. 


Mr. 


„ 4 £38 


Mr. = gh Tüder now read the following 
6 clauſes of two bills: viz. Grenville's 8 bill, intituled, 
4 An At for the fa eh and preſervation of his Ma- 
jeſy $ perſon and government, againſt treaſonable 
and ſeditious profilices and attempts." | And Pitts 
bill, intituled, 4 Bill or tie more effetualh pre- 
Waking feditious meetings and afemblies.” wah fo 


bf 
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= And be it ade by the king's nba excel: 
lent majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, 
in this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by che 
authority of the fame, that if any perlon o or r perſons 


whatever, after the | day of a un 
che year Fo during he natural life of o1 our r moſt 


gracious ſovereign lord the king, (whom Almighty 
God preſerve and bleſs with A long and proſperous 
reign) and until the end of the next ſeſſion of 
parliament, after ry Gee of "the 'crown, ſhall, 
within the realm 'or without, compaſs, imagine, in- 
vent, deviſe, or intend death or deſtruftion, or any 
bodily harm tending to death or deſtruction, maim 
or wounding, impriſonment or reſtraint of the per- 


B 2 | .- ſon 


4 
ſon of the ſame our ſovereign lord he King, his 
heirs and ſuccellors, or. to deprive or depoſe him 

or them from the ſtile, honour or kingly name, of 
che imperial crown of this realm, or of any other 
of oy majelty's dominions or countries, or to 
* Finn chis realm or vithout; 3, Or. to. move. or 
ſtir any foreigner or ſtranger with force to invade 
this realm, or any other of his majeſty” 8 dominions | 
or countries, being under the obeiſance of his ma- 
jeſty, bis heirs and ſucceſſors; and ſuch compaſ- | 
ſings, imaginations, i inventions, devices or inten- 
tions, or any of them, ſhall expreſs, utter or de- 


clare, bye any printing, writing, preaching, or ma- 
licious and adviſed ſpeaking, being legally. oon: 
vided thereof, upon the oaths of two lawful and 
credible witneſſes, upon trial, or otherwiſe con- 
vitted or atiainted by due courſe of law, then 
every ſuch. perſon or perſons ſo as aforeſaid of- 
ending, ſhall be deemed, declared and adjudged 
to be a traitor and traitors, and ſhall ſuffer pains 


of death, and alſo loſe and forfeit as in caſes of 
high treaſon. „ . BY 


And 2 it — I enabled — e 3 
aſoreſaid, That if any perſon or perſons within 


that 


5 


that part of Great Britain called England, at any 
time from and after the day of in the 
year | during his "majeſty s life, and until the 
end of the next ſeſſion of parliament, after a de- 
miſe of. the crown, ſhall maliciouſly and adviſedly, 
5 by writing, printing, preaching, or other ſpeaking, 
exprets. publiſh, utter or declare any words, ſen- 
tences, or other thing or things, to incite or ſtir 
| up the people to hatred or diſlike of the perſon of 
his majeſty, bis heirs or ſucceſſors, or the eſtab- 
liſhed government and conſtitution of this xcalm, 
then every ſuch perſon and perſons, being thereof 
legally convicted, ſhall be liable to ſuch puniſh- 
ment as may by law be inflicted in caſes of high 
miſdemeanors; and if any perſon or perſons ſhall, 
aſter being ſo convicted, offend a ſecond time, and 
be thereupon convicted, ſuch perſon or perſons, 
| ſhall, on ſuch. ſecond convittion, be adjudged. to. 
be tranſported, for ſeven. years, to ſuch place as 
ſhall be appointed by his majeſty 33 


tation of offenders.“ 
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bg the giving of a more marked power to the ma- 
giſtrate to put an end to any meeting, which, in his 
conception, threatened to produce . conſequences 
detrimental to the public peace and ſecurity: not 
that he meant to prevent legal meetings, but that. 
previous notice ſhould be given to the magiſtrate 
of an intention to hold ſuch a meeting. The firſt 
me: fare, "therefore, would conſiſt in "this. public 
notice ; the ſecond would tend to recognize the 


on 
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r of the magiſtrate t to be preſent at ſuch meet- 
ings with} proper peace officers, and to infli a pe- 
nalties on any perſons who ſhould : attempt to > pre- | 
vent them. It would alſo be proper, that, what- f 
ever the pretext of any meeting ſhould be, if ; 
diſcourſe or ſpeeches ſhould be held at ſuch meet- 
ing, calculated to ftir up hatred and contempt 


againſt the king's perſon and n the ma- 
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. Pine 8 bil 1 very y long, Sy of e it in (this * 
we give the ere] be fg of i it © Nov. 30th i in | the houſe of 
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giſttate 


giſtrate ſhould. have the power of apprehending 


perſons holding ſuch diſcourſe; and that all who 
ſhould attempt to prevent the exerciſe of chat a 
power, ſhould be deemed guilty of felony. 
Further, chat if the meeting ſhould be deem- 
ed by the magiſtrate to be ſeditious, he ſhould 
have the power of diſperſing it by proclamation; 
and aſter a certain period after ſuch proclamation, 


if che perſons aſſembled ſhould refuſe to diſperſe, 
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The billings having ceaſed which marked the | 


hay) J abhorrence of the bills, Mr. Wilks, x the Nor- 


„ is +< 


be en to "ihe houſe af” commons, , praying : 


that houſe would put its deciſive negative upon 


the bills i in queſtion. | The farmer, prefaced his 
| motion with an animated ſpeech, of which the fol. 


loving! is the ſubſtance: | 
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Aster having heard the preſent bills, is it poſ- 
: able for any man to preſerve filence? However 


other r gentlemen. may feel on the occaſion, with 
me, 


3 . ry — 
gt — . Nee 


8 
me, in.is-impoſſible. 'I come forward therefore 
e eee not to oppoſe the meafures of | 
adininiſtration. for the fake of oppoſition, but from 

a conviction that every man: is bound. — bound 
by an atiachment to the government- and eonſtitu- 
tionof his count y, as by law eſtabliſhed ar the 

| 8 "rious. rev: lution: of £638, by his juſt elaim to 
the ohe acknowledged rights, of Britons, by the 
reſpe& and reverence he feels for the facred 1 me- 
mor of his Illu ſtrious anceſtors, and by the obliga- 
tion he is under to his family, country, and poſte- 


b ab 


rity, to refiſt by every legal means the preſent bills, 


«Ib; 


and to do every thing i in his power to prevent. 
their paſling into laws. Meſhinks * bear lome- 
body exclaim why ? Why oppoſe them? - Why, 
firs, T will tell) vou why, for theſe reaſons, —1t. 
Pecauſe they : are abſolutely ſuperfluous and unne- 
cefſary—ed. Becauſe it is impoſſible they ſhould 
anſwer the ends for which they are profeſſedly, 

brought forward—and 3d. "Becauſe they are Ge. | 
teſtable in their nature, and likely to be dreadful 
in their operation and effects. To prove they | 
are ſuperſluous and unneceſfary, requires very, 
vey. Ave be eng Indeed fates _ ror} 


"og 


this point beyond the power of diſpute.” One ob- 
je& of the bills is, to prevent or puniſli treaſon- - - 


able or ſeditious practices. To prevent crimes is 


beyond the power of any government; all it can 


do, therefore, is to puniſh in order to prevent. 


Here then let me aſk, Has not the government of 


this country always had in its power to puniſh 
treaſon and ſedition ? Let any man take a retro- 


ſpective view of the hiſtory of his own country, 
and point out the reign In which the ſcaffold has 
not been ſtained with the blood of traitors, and 
in which ſeditious perſons have not ſuffered pains 


and penalties, and I myſelf will lift up both hands 


for paſſing the preſent bills. Treaſon and ſedition 
ought to be puniſhed, and if the now exiſting laws 


have not provided puniſhment for ſuch offences, 
they ought to do it now; but while a Hardy, a 
Tooke, a Thelwall, a Holt, a Symonds, a Ridge- 


way, a Winterbotham, and an hundred more of 
that deſcription of ſufferers preſent themſelyes to 


my imagination, I ſhall ſtrenuouſſy contend that 
| laws now exiſt to puniſh treaſon and ſedition; and 
that, therefore, the preſent bills are abſolutely 
ſuperfluous and unneceſſary. PAY then, is it not 


— —́ , ,] 


—— 


5 1 P50 FLASH = - SEE Bs „ — 4 — my 
ro / / / / (( et Fore . 


10 5 
* 
* 


beneath the dignity of grave ſenators to waſte ada 
time * r laws, or, 
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erg 7 In e Later | into , empty well, | 


« And growing, old in drawing nothing up.” 
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In the next place, r oppoſe the bills on the 
ground of impotency. According to my views, 
it will be impoſlible they ſhould anfwer the ends 
for which they are profeſſedly intended. Another 
avowed object of them is, to preſerve the perſon 
and government ol his Bar: wg ny ck a 
A 1 the tiny live for ever! but fo far 
from preferving,” they. will endanger both bis per- 
ſon and government, by rendering the monarch 
an object of terror, and by alienating the heart 
of the ſubjeft from the law and the king. Sirs, 
make a man a tyrant and you diveſt him of every 
thing amiable originally attached to the man 
you Bold him 3 to univerfat abhorrence, and 
place him i in the moſt perilous and critical fitua- 
tion in which he can poſlibly exiſt. Perhaps you 
will believe me, vhen 1 tell you, that ſuch is the 
philanthropy of our gracious ſovereign, fuch the 
 aftdiieſs of bis „ and che goodneſs of his 
my bert, 


EF 
heart, it would be no eaſy taſk" to inake him a ty- 


rant: but ſhould the two branches of the legiſ- 


lature frame tyrannic laws, and prevail on his 
majeſty to give reluctantly his royal aſſent and 


ſignature, it is to be dreaded they would, by that 


act, ſign and ſeal his death warrant, build bis ſe- 
aeg ae toll his EY bell. 


The 8 3 WIT ine rl 1 . | 


applied to the king—Let the law be a tranfeript 
of the divine lau, juſt and good, and it cannot 


fail to be reſpeted and obeyed; but make the law 


a tyrant, and you make it hateful, and though men 
may ſubmit to it for a while, the time will come 
when they will burn the ſtatute books, and over- 
turn that ſyſtem of government which can only be 
ſupported by the power of the ſword. If this be 


tze true ſtate 'of the caſe, I may venture to main- 


tain, we are all bound by our loyal concern for 
the perſonal ſafety of his majeſty, by our ardent 


wiſh for the ftability of his throne, and the pre- 


Tervation of his government, to pray that theſe 
bills 57 not N into laws. 


_ bills now before you, 3 n 
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to be oppoſed, not only becauſe they are ſuper- 
fluous and unneceſſary, and can anſwer no good 
end to the natibn, or to the ſovereign, but be- 
cauſe they are deteſtable in their nature, and 
likely to be dreadſul in their operation. Let me 
here obſerve, to conſtitute a good law, it is ne- 
ceſſary it ſhould prohibit actions detrimental to the 
ſtate, enjoin actions for the good of ſociety, and 
hold forth rewards and puniſhments, to give it 
force ſuited ts the nature of its prohibitions and 
injunctions. Let me aſk you, Gentlemen, is 
this the caſe with the laws in queſtion? What do 
they prohibit? They prohibit indirettly-all meet. 
ings for public purpoſes they prohibit indirectly 
all liberty of ſpeech and of the preſs they are, 
in fakt, a daring attack on the beſt rights of Bri- 
tons, deſigned to perpetuate the abuſes of govern- 
ment, by the ſuppreſſion of! all popular ſocieties, 
and free inveſtigation, by laying an undue re- 
ſtiraint on political diſcuſſion. You may meet, it 

is true, ſhould theſe bills paſs, but how? With 
a venal magiſtrate at your head. You will be al- 
lowed to ſpeak in future, it is true, but how — 
as I do now ?—(here à general cry of, No, no, 
nog took — baue, anticipated my an- 
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ſwer, ſaid the ſpeaker, by your juſt reply of, No, 
no; for though we may ſpeak in future, it muſt 
be under the controul of a venal magiſtrate, who 
is to be the ſole judge of the legality of what we 
ſay.—If he thinks we ſay any thing diſreſpectful 


of his majeſty and government, and calculated 
to bring the conſtitution into diſrepute, he can 


diſperſe the company by pro- 


; 2 ene R einn 041 ! 


Now, neee what becomes of, the Bill of 


Rights ?- It is violated, it is repealed. The gth 


article of that bill declares, it is the right of the 


ſubject to petition the king; but bow, Gentle - 


men, vill it be poſſible to petition under the re- 


our grievances, the magiſtrate, perhaps, will de- 
clare the grievances of which we complain do not 


exiſt; he may declare the meeting to be im- 
proper, and break it up. The 10th clauſe of the 


Bill of Rights declares, that unuſual and crucl 
puniſhments ſhall not be inflicted; but theſe bills 


are mn to n that an endeavour to 


bring 


lamation, and death 
may be the eee 5 e. his deſpotie 
mandate. : * 399 Anne i itt I: Sunn $0.6 Ii, 
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bring the government into contempt and diſre- 
pute, ſhall be puniſhed with the loſs of liberty 
and property, and that reſiſting the arbitrary will 

of a venal ſervant of the crown, ſhall ſubjugate 
the offender to immediate death. Fell me, is not 

this to inflict unuſual and cruel puniſhment, and 
a direct violation of 'our ty — | 
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— countrymen! "DEPP int 
vaded;” reſcue them from the hands of unjuſt aſ- 
failants, by an unanimous reſolve, that this 
meeting do- petition parliament, 2 theſe — 
eee e 

Took Harwood roſe ee dhe motion for 


petition, which he prefaced — 
dreſs; n r 1513 1 813 23G} * 4544: | f 
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Had ae een. ed merely to oppoſę 
party, againſt party, I ſhould not have been — 
at it; or being preſent, ſhould, not have taken the, 
trouble to have opened my lips, on either ſide. 
The contentions of parties have in a great degree 
3 | contributed 


13 


contributed to bring you to the precipice on which 
you now ſtand; they are generally ſtruggles for 
the loves and fiſhes, and the hard gotten earnings 
of the poor always the prize; and price of their cre· 
dulity. I love W and 1 am welle aware 
e eee au teln 
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and their miſereant tools was our object, it would 
not be worth our contention, for they are making 
| ſuch rapid ſtrides towards arbitrary power, that 
they muſt inevitably ſoon work heir on deſtruo- 
tion, and fall victims to their -own ambition. But, 
alas! my fellow- citizens, however ſurely they may 
be working their own-deſtruQion in the end, what 
is to become of the unhappy people of this country, 
. ſank as they muſt then be, nay even now are, in the 
| loweſt abyſs of unexampled mifery—many; very 
many of you, my poor fellow-citizens, may perhaps 
at this time be ſuffering all the unhappineſs at- 
tendant on extreme poverty; and acute muſt be 
your feelings, not for yourſelves alone, but for 


your helpleſs children crying for bread. All 
this you muſt be well aware is owing to the want | 


of a due e of the people in parlia- 
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went; and, what is worſe, it is partly your on 


fault. But I ought not to upbraid you; for ſuch 
is he iniquity of your oppreſſors, that they make 
your very miſeries the touchſtone by which they 
ſorce you to vote for ſome worthleſs individual 
whom they chuſe to exalt, merely that he in re- 
turn may provide for them at your expence. Moſt 
of the ſupporters of the preſent meaſures are actual 
receivers of the bounties of government, or ex- 
 peRtants ſtill more zealous, even in the dirtieſt of 
offices. They have moſt daringly plunged you into 
almoſt inextricable miſery, and to complete your 
misfortunes, and their own triumph, ſupport the pre- 
ſent bills to ſuppreſs all popular meetings, as the only _ 
means of maintaining their tottering power. Mi- 
niſters and their ſatellites ſhould know from for- 
mer examples, that people, whilſt they may com- 
plain, do not ceaſe to hope; but when wretchedneſs 
is forced to hide itſelf in ſilence and deſpair, it > 
becomes ſullen and dangerous; ſor who will not 
STRIKE when they are "PE to be aged or 
ane ene ih < 


| Had theſe bills ene laſt year, TOR innocent 
men would have loſt their lives Miniſters then 
1 8 flurniſhed 
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furniſhed thembelpes with pretences as infamous 
and falſe as their preſent accuſations of the Cor- 
reſponding Society being the cauſe of the inſults 
offered to his majeſty. I am a member of that 
ſociety, and, 1 confeſs, I feel myſelf elated when 
I boaſt that /honour—the men that compoſe that 
ſociety are good and true men men of too much 
information to think of riot and confuſion ſo far 
from being dangerous to the government they have 


been the beſt friends of the conſtitution, by en- 


deavouring to preſerve the liberties of the ſubjett, 
and to extirpate the locuſts that feed upon its vi- 
tals. Diſcuſſion is the only means to ſupport a free 
conſtitution. | But the government or conſtitution 
we ſhall be under when the preſent bills paſs, can 


alone be ſupported by the bayonet. But miniſters, 


and their ſatellites, would do well to remember, 
_ that arbitrary acts have always preceded the over- 
throw of oppreſſion, and ſtop ere it is too late! 
for if they drive the people, now ſo patient under 
their ſufferings, too far down the gulph of miſery, 


and no alternative left but death or tranſportation 


if they complain, what will be the conſequence? 
Is it not to be feared that they may conſider arms 
as the laſt reſource of miſery driven to deſpair. 1 


1 D love 
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love my neighbour as myſelf, if he be good and 
virtuous if wicked, 1 wiſh him to live and to 
repent.” But if ever ſuch a period arrives, where 
can they then hide themſelves? ? No force on their 
part can reſiſt, no flight can fave! * 1ti is a duty we 
Owe t to our country, to our families and ourſelves, 
| to do Hur utmoſt 1 to prevent theſe bills paſh ng, as 
the beſt means to prevent ſuch calamities, and never 
relax, though the ſyſtem of terror hangs over our 
heads. Some of us, probably, may fall a ſacrifice; 
but 1 bave made my mind up on all occaſions, and 
cannot do better juſtice to my feelings on that 
fubjett, than by quoting the words of Joſeph 
Gerald, that virtuous patriot, who fell a victim 
to Scotch Law; who, when he was doomed to the 
infamous ſentence, obſerved, W that out of my 
aſhes will ariſe a flame that muſt inevitably e con- 
fume the tyrants of the earth. | 
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yy men Robert Harvey then prefaced bis 
ſpeech, by declaring bis readineſs to aſſent to all 
that had been ſaid of reverence . for the bill! of 
rights, love for the conflitution, and regard for the 
liberties of his country ; but in the preſent criſis 
be contended, that ; ed: internal diviſion would en- 


. Ys 
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courage our enemies to perſevere in the war, and 
render the terms of peace more degrading. He 
profeſſed to be preſectly willing t to confide in the 
wiſdom, juſtice, and patriotiſm of our legiſlature; 
each individual of which was amenable to the laws 
AS; well as the meaneſt citizens. He was happy in 
ſaying, that he modelled his conduct upon the ex- 
ample of a man high in the eſtimation both of God 
and man, the, patriotic Mr. Wilberforce, (a cry 
here from the crowd, of a hypocrite ! a hypocrite {), 
and aſſerted, that the people would have a right ; 
of aſſembling after the paſſing of the bills; and 
he thought, that oppoſition to them. was uſcleſs, if 
not dangerous. N 


Mr. Wilks i in reply. W Harvey, granted 
that each member of the legiſlature is at preſent 
amenable to the law; but that the preſent bills 
went to make them a privileged order. The very 
act, obſerved he, that grants them liberty of ſpeech, 
implies, that men in general are to be deprived of 
that privilege —He granted alſo, that it might be 
lawful to meet under the preſent bills, but i it muſt 
be with the conſent, and under the control of fome 
juſtice of the peace, or other officer, t to whom we 
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muſt bow the ſuppliant knee, with a * Pray Sir, 
what may I Jay?” And perhaps the very gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, may be the very perſon em- 
powered to negative all our proceedings. Mr.” 
Wilks profeſſed to be a friend to free diſcuſſion 
but as the preſent was a conteſt between the rights 
of the ſubjett, and the power of the magiſtrate, he 
thought it rather indelicate in Mr. H. to appear 
the abettor of the preſent meaſures, which did not 


appear to have one advocate preſent except 
ag 


Mr. Trafford and Mr. Ollyett Woodhouſe 
© having now read the petition on different parts of 
the huſtings, for the convenience of the meeting, 
it was moved to o adopt it as * nn of that 
meeting. | 8 
7. W. Barnard baving ſeconded the motion, 

| it was er to by univerſal acclamation. 


The fallovieg gentlemen w were now mentioned, 
| and called for by the public, as a committee for 
procuring ignatures, and forwarding the petition 


to parliament. 


8. Trafford, 
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S. Trafford, Eſq. _ John March 

James Crowe, Eſa. John pitchſord, Jun. 
J. G. Baſely, Eſq. | Edward Rigby 

B. Gurney, Eſq. Wm. Taylor, Jun. 
Wm. Barnard | E. S. Turner 

Thos. Barnard Mark Wilks 

John Cozens Wm. White 

Jonathan Davey Oflyett Woodhouſe 

R. Dinmore, unn. 5 and 

Tooke Harwood Wm. Voungman 


E. Rigby, Eſq. moved the thanks of the meet- 
ing to the chairman, for his ſpirited and timely ex- 
ertions in the cauſe of freedom. Thanks were 
| alſo voted to the Duke of Bedford, Mr. Fox, the 
Whig Club, and all the friends of freedom, who 
have ſtood forward as the advocates of the people, 
to oppoſe the preſent daring outrage againſt the 
rights of Britons.—The buſineſs of the day being 
over, Mr. Wilks adviſed the multitude to retire 
to their reſpective places of abode with order and 
decorum, and to demonſtrate to their fellow-citi- 
zens, by a a peaceable uniform 'deportment, how 
firmly they were attached to the GE 9am the 


Law, and the king. 


The 
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The advice had its Fu effect, and the meeting 
diſparſed: but vith the univerſal adoption of that 
ſentiment ſanctioned by the blood of millions, 
and engraven on the heart of every true Briton, 
LisgaTtyY - on DEATH. 


n 4 „* ; wm 
2 
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To the dee the C35 of Great Britains 
in Parliament Aﬀembled, the PETITION of the 
Inhabitants Fo the City Y Norwich, 


8 is. g 7 I N 
; 9 


5 Har your. petitioners viewing 1 exirems 
ſurpriſe, and with great alarm, the introduction of 
two bills into parliament, the one intituled, An 
At for the Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon, aud Go- 
vernments : againſt treafonable and feditious Prac- 
tices and Attempts ;”- and the other, An Ad to 
prevent ſeditious Aſſemblies ;” which they conceive 
to be infringements upon the conſtitution, and 
violations of their beſt rights and liberties, have 
met in Common Hall, to beg of your honourable 
houſe; that you will at this awful criſis, adt as be- 
hoves che repreſentatives of a people, jealous of 

by 5 ; "4 
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their liberties, and oppoſe your authority to this 
innovation, unprecedented ſince the revolution of 
1688, | | 


That your petitioners have always conſidered 
the law enaRted in the 25th year of king Edward 
ITI. as fince modified by divers ſtatutes, to be the 
greateſt ſafeguard of the ſubject, and the beſt 
_ perſonal ſecurity of the ſovereign. 


That whilſt your petitioners lament the late in- 
| ſult offered to the perſon of the king, they cannot 
but think, that the exiſting laws are adequate to 
the puniſhment of the offenders, and if properly 
enforced, ſufficient to prevent a repetition of Bak 
outrages. „ 8 | 


That your petitioners, knowing the diſtreſſed 
fituation of the great majority of the people, are 
decidedly of opinion, that to deprive them of the 
means of complaining, will in the iſſue, drive them 
to meaſures, which the humanity of your peti- 

tioners moſt ſincerely deprecates. 


Your 
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Vour petitioners, therefore, earneſtly pray, that 


your honourable houſe vill put your deciſive ne- 


gative upon theſe bills; which, if they paſs into 
laws, will render nugatory the 5th clauſe of the Bill 
of Rights, and overthrow the moſt valuable provi- 


teges of Engliſhmen. 


And your petitioners, &c. 


- — 3 s 4 * 
* 


On the 22d. inſt. the above petition, with 


5284 ſignatures, was ſent to the Hon. C. J. Fox, 


and, by him, preſented to the houſe the next day. 


„ 
nn 1 
YT SEL 5 . 
| F 101-6 5 


